
How to Make a Donation to a Charitable or Nonprofit Organization 
 
If you chose to raise money to donate to a nonprofit or charitable organization for Senior 
Project, there are several ways you can make sure the money you raise is donated to the 
organization of your choice. You can’t just hand a bag of cash to a nonprofit and you will want to 
show your effort and that you did truly donate the money raised at the conclusion of Senior 
Project. 
 
Here are three ways you can donate money you raised: 
 

Coinstar - Find a Coinstar Kiosk location in Petaluma if you have lots of coins. Use Google 
to find local Coinstar locations. Coinstar will either donate the money directly to the 
charity of your choice if it is one listed, or you may receive cash which you can then get a 
money order or cashier’s check to make the donation. 
https://www.coinstar.com/charitypartners  

 
Cashier’s Check - Take all of the cash raised to a local bank and ask for a Cashier’s 

Check made out to the nonprofit or charity of your choice. (Ask if there is a fee). Mail or 
personally give the cashier’s check to the nonprofit or charity you designated. 

 
Money Order - Find a Money Order issuer in Petaluma. Use Google to find local Money 

Order locations in Petaluma and ask about fees. Take all your cash to the issuer and ask 
for a Money Order made out to the nonprofit or charity you specify. Mail or personally 
give the Money Order to the organization you’ve chosen. 

 
Nonprofits and charitable organizations are delighted to receive funds raised by youth and will 
most likely send you a gracious thank you letter. Be sure to include the receipt and your Project 
Serve presentation to the judges. 
 
What NOT to do: 

● Keep the money you raised - No amount is too small to donate and at the onset of your 
Project Serve, you promised the money to the organization of your choice. Follow 
through on your commitment. 

 
● Deposit the money you raised in a personal checking account - It is best to keep money 

raised for a nonprofit or charitable organization unassociated with a personal checking or 
savings account. 

 
Money raised for a nonprofit or a charitable organization may NOT be donated into any Casa 
Grande school accounts, the Associated Student Body account, or a Casa club account. There 
are strict rules and regulations regarding school accounting. If you use one of the three methods 
above, your donation will safely make it to the charity and nonprofit of your choice.  

https://www.coinstar.com/charitypartners

